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The Refugee Experience: Overseas Processing

Rebecca Bergman, University of New Hampshire, Department of Social Work, 2012

I I
Key Terms A Refugee Journey Implications for Social work

Refugee: A refugee is a person who has been Who? Bhutanese peoble of Nepali Oriain Overseas processing can be long, scary, and
forced to leave their country in order to escape war, ' PEop P S overwhelming. The process can take anywhere from

persecution, or natural disaster 6 months to several years. This waiting time is very
Why? The Lhotshampa people were seen as a threat mentally and emotionally straining. Understanding

Refugee Status: is a form of protection that may be to the Bhutanese culture the difficulties of the process will help us as social

granted to people who meet the definition of a : _ work professionals better serve our clients and
refugee and are of special humanitarian concern to Result: 80,000 Bhutanese fled to India and Nepal identify areas of improvement.

the United States (UCIS) C I |
Effects: Difficulties of the Overseas Process O O r I S

Immigrant: A person who comes to live 7 refugee camps formed in Nepal starting in ¢ Loss of independence

permanently in the United States by choice ) 199 n Ot a b a d

Options tor refugees <) Some refugees living in camps for 18+ years ¢ The walting period of acceptance/ denial

1) Repatriation ¢ Change in lifestyle th I n g !

<> Poor food rations, unsanitary living spaces,
2) Integration into host country ¢ Process is not fast enough

3) Resettlement The Overseas Process (s O Host country is not friendly to refugees

Note: A refugee has the right to refuse resettiement Areas For Improvement

What is Overseas processing? O Pre / Post Arrival Counseling

Overseas processing is the procedure of identifying O Realistic portrayal of American lifestyle
a vulnerable population then determining if the
population and its people are refugees. This is the
first step towards becoming a New American and
beginning the process of resettlement. In 2011, over
56,000 refugees were processed overseas and
resettled throughout the U.S.

o Relationship Building between refugees and
host country

Overseas Processing has significant areas for
improvement that the social work field can support
changes through advocacy and community
organizing.

Refugees Resettled in NE in 201 1z

State __Bhutan _Iraq ___Somalia
NH 432 42 29
VT 299 4 0

RI 65 S 0

ME 0 44

Photo credit: rescue.org

MA

Rescue.org . S _ _
“Social workers promote social justice and social change with

CT and on behalf of clients.” 14
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